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April 8, 2024 
 
 
 
Culver Families,  
  
We write to you today with great sadness.   
 
We have permission from the Nelson family to share that their beloved daughter, Jorja 
Nelson, died in an automobile accident on Sunday, April 7.   Jorja was a junior at Culver High 
School. 
 
Our thoughts and sympathies go out to Jorja’s family, friends and our entire school 
community.  
 
We will be sharing this with students today during first period and offering resources for 
processing their grief.  
 
Sudden death is always tragic and can have a profound effect on children. All of us will be 
feeling a variety of emotions: shock, sadness, or confusion. It is important is that we care for 
and support each other during these difficult times. Some students may need additional 
guidance in dealing with or talking about their grief. 
 
The Tri-County Response Team will be set up all day today in our library for students and 
staff.  Additionally, we will have members of the district team in the school to 
support students on throughout the week.  

Please find an additional SAMHSA resource attached, Helping Teens with Traumatic Grief: 
Tips for Caregivers 

Please contact us at any time if you have questions or need support.  541-546-2541 
 
 
In partnership, 
                             
Scott Novelli, High School Principal,  
& Stefanie Garber, Superintendent 
  

https://www.nctsn.org/resources/helping-teens-traumatic-grief-tips-caregivers
https://www.nctsn.org/resources/helping-teens-traumatic-grief-tips-caregivers


 
 

 


